
Academic Decathlon 
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Important Dates 

YFL #6 Pitman 2/6/10 

Academic Decathlon 
2/6/10 
ACT 2/6/10 

No School 2/8/10 

PLP’s 2/9-2/15 

No School 2/15/10 

State Quals IE 2/20/10 

State Quals Debate 

3/6/10 

Senior Breakfast 
3/12/10 

 
SAT 3/13/10 

CAHSEE Math 10-12 
3/16/10 

 
CAHSEE English 10-12 
3/17/10 

 
Madrid Trip 3/17-3/24 

National Quals-Speech 
and Debate 3/26-3/27 

 
PLP‟s 3/22-4/1 

DHAPTS carwash 
4/3/10 

 
SPORTS-see page 3 

Delta High‟s promise—indeed, one of its founding philosophies—to every student is 
that we can work at our own pace, have an unlimited number of opportunities to polish our 
grades, and excel in the areas that we choose. One of the most perfect examples of this 
would have to be the Academic Decathlon, called Aca Dec for short is now in its third year. 
Mrs. McDonald (Coach) and Mr. Takada (Assistant Coach) teach this class that literally 
teaches students to compete through academics. 

In a class where knowledge is power—and Delta High students are obviously 
among the most empowered—you may wonder how the teachers actually manage to teach 
students anything. But there is no shortage of learning in this class, which utilizes weekly 
class meetings to do group lectures, practices, reviews, and individualized training to effec-
tively teach and prepare students for the events held at the end of January and beginning of 
February. Students are coached in a wide array of relevant subjects, spanning from math, 
art, and economics, to more specialized ones such as organic chemistry and the French 
Revolution. In Aca Dec, however, the technique matters just as much as the tools, and one 
of the greatest priorities is the development of skills that will allow students to use what they 
learn in a way that will crush their opponents. One of the most often reported symptoms of 

an accomplished Aca Dec student is the ability to 
time-manage: procrastinating will definitely not win 
you any friends in a class where you must complete 
the required weekly reading assignments and be able 
to summarize the material.  

This past weekend the Aca Dec team headed to 
UOP and competed in the speech, interview and 
essay events. Students were given one minute to pre-
pare a two minute speech, were interviewed by a 

panel of community volunteers, and had to write an essay on a French Revolution topic. 
On February 6th, the Aca Dec team will return to UOP where they will compete in the Su-
per Quiz, a multi-subject matter competition that will test the students‟ abilities to learn and 
master subjects that they‟ve studied throughout the semester. Victors will bring home a 
medal that is displayed in the front office. 

There is no minimum grade point average required to sign up for Aca Dec; you 
don‟t need to be a European war aficionado to qualify for this class. The idea behind the 
Academic Decathlon is that preexisting knowledge is not nearly as valuable to the          
willingness to learn more. What good is all the knowledge in the world if you don‟t know 
how to use it? Students, therefore, are required to show they are serious and have a good 
attendance record, yes you need to attend all weekly meetings, and, above all, should be 
eager to gain the true knowledge of how to apply what they know to a competitive arena. 
Ask yourself what you know, and join the Aca Dec team next year. 

 
Article by Brit Gray 

Interviews by Jesse Garcia 
 

  

Willie Hanson, Joey Saar and Brittany Wil-
liams prepare for the upcoming  
competition.  



 Letterman jackets are regarded by some as a high school rite of passage.  Symbolizing 
achievements through a high school career and creating memories lasting a lifetime.   

Now for the first time, Delta Charter High School is selling letterman jackets.  You may 
have seen Mrs. Lytle or Mr. Thoming donning their jackets around campus.  These jackets are our 
school colors and can be customized for a personal effect. A standard jacket begins at $100.  It 
consists of a base wool body and forest wool sleeves.  Leather sleeves may be added for $60.  For an 
additional cost, a script embroidered name on the right chest may be added, your graduation year 
may be sewn on, and a script embroidered name/school name on the back of the hood may be 
added.   

If you are involved in extracurricular activi-
ties such as sports, or co-curricular activities such as 
Advanced Video, Speech and Debate, ASB or Aca-
demic Decathlon, and you meet the requirements, 
you may be eligible for a DC block. DC Blocks for 
Academic achievement will also be awarded to those 
meeting the requirements.  Patches will be given to 
those that participate and qualify in the extra or co-
curricular activities or academics listed above.   

Your jacket can be personalized and options 
are endless.  Having a letterman Jacket would be a great way to show school spirit, as well as a great 
way to remember your high school achievements.   

DCHS is not only offering you the opportunity to purchase letterman jackets, a represen-
tative from Josten‟s will be on site with class ring information. On Thursday February 4, at 12:15 
in Building B, representatives will be available to answer any questions about jackets and class 

rings.  There will be a sampling of sizes, and 
orders can be taken at this time.  However, this 
is not the only time you can pick up informa-
tion. Order forms are available in the front of-
fice.  For more information, please contact 
Cyndi Cardoza or Hannah Zlab in the front 
office. 

Article by Vivien Aronna 
Interview by Moreah Chavis and  

Jesse Garcia  

“Give Me a D! Give Me a C!” 
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Letterman  

Jackets and  

Class Ring  

Sizing 
WHEN: Thursday 

 February 4th 

TIME: 12:15 

WHERE: Building B  

DHAPTS Carwash 

Saturday April 3rd, DHAPTS will be holding its second carwash fundraiser. Encourage your 
friends and family to come out and was their cars.  
WHERE: Savemart on South Tracy Blvd and Shultee. 
WHEN: April 3rd all day 
WHO: All students participating in any sports team, Aca Dec, Advanced Video or Speech and Debate AND all stu-
dent interested 
COST: Donations 
If you are interested in participating, please see Ms. Williams, Mrs. Smith or Mr. Niemi in Building B 
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SCHOOL PLACE DATE TIME 

Millennium Tracy  Tuesday 2/23 3:30 

Mountain Oaks San Andreas Friday 2/26 3:00 

Delta High Tracy  Monday 3/1 3:30 

Lathrop Lathrop Wednesday 3/3 3:30 

Millennium Tracy Friday 3/5 3:30 

Antelope Antelope Wednesday 3/10 3:30 

Big Valley Christian (JV) Modesto Thursday 3/11 3:30 

McNair Tournament Stockton 3/15, 3/17 & 3/19 Varies 

Sacramento Country Day Sacramento Tuesday 3/23 4:00 

Millennium Tournament Tracy  3/29-4/2 Varies 

Delta High Clarksburg Wednesday 4/7 4:00 

Antelope Antelope Friday 4/16 4:00 

Big Valley Christian (JV) Modesto Thursday 4/22 3:30 

SCHOOL PLACE DATE TIME 

Buckingham Charter Vacaville Tuesday 2/23 3:45 

Denair Denair Thursday 2/25 3:30 

Millennium Tracy Monday 3/1 3:30 

Big Valley Modesto Tuesday 3/9 3:30 

Ripon Christian Ripon Thursday 3/11 3:30 

Sierra Tournament Manteca 3/12 & 3/13 TBA 

Sacramento Country Day Sacramento Tuesday 3/16 4:00 

Elliot Christian Lodi Friday 3/26 3:00 

Big Valley  Modesto Tuesday 4/20 4:00 

 Are you interested in playing base-

ball or soccer? Now is your time to shine! It 

is time for Dragon baseball and girls soccer.  

Once again baseball will be co-ed, until girls 

softball in 2011. Official practices will start 

on February 10th for both baseball and soc-

cer at 3:30. Physicals are also due this day. 

Remember, you must complete a physical 

before you can practice. All practices will be 

held on the field at New Jerusalem, and 

some running will take place on the streets 

around the school. 

  The first official baseball game is 

February 23rd, against Millennium Charter in 

Tracy. Conditioning for soccer began Mon-

day February 1st. We have 13 girls signed up, 

but there are plenty of open spots, so please 

sign up.  The first official soccer game will 

also be held on February 23rd, against Buck-

ingham Charter in Vacaville, CA. 

 If you have any questions, please 

see Cyndi Cardoza in the front office or 

contact Mrs. Ulrich at julrich@njes.org. 

 Good luck athletes! 

By Bree Hiltachk 

SPORTS 
Dragon Baseball and Soccer 

Come out and support 
the Basketball team  
Thursday February 11th 
for their last home game 
of the season!!!!  
7:30 pm at St. Paul‟s  

2010 Co-ed Baseball Schedule 

2010 Girls Soccer Schedule 

mailto:julrich@njes.org


Mock Interviews 

Mock interviews are mandatory!!! Make 
sure you sign up with Mrs. Williams. 
Interviews will be held February 18th 
from 8:00 am-4:00 pm, so make sure you 
sign up today! 

Senior News 
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Teacher of the Block 

 
Mr. Techeria 

Interview by Moreah Chavis 

Why did you choose Delta Charter? 
It was an opportunity to become a long term sub instead of a 
day to day sub. I saw it as a chance to gain a better class room 
experience. Once I got acquainted with how things 
worked, I have found myself really enjoying my 
time here. 

What math do you teach? 
Algebra 1, 2, CASHEE, and pre cal 
 

What college did you attend? 
Eastern Oregon University. 
 

What do you do for fun? 
Watch sports,  chill with friends and family, bbq 
for any reason and shop 
 

Any special talents? 
Wiggle my ears 

What is in your top 5 playlist? 
I‟m not much of a music guy. I lis-

ten to all types but my favorites 

are: 

Don‟t take the girl (country) 

Sweet home Alabama 

Regulators 

And anything 2Pac, Snoop, 
Usher and Beach Boys  
 

What is your pet peeve? 
Bad drivers 
 

Where can we find you? 
Building C 

Senior Breakfast 

WHEN: Friday March 12th 
WHERE: Building D 
TIME: 10:00 am 
Where your jammies and 
come have fun!! 
Contact Ms. Williams or Mrs.  
Smith for more information.  

Grad Night „10 

Disneyland Grad Night is May 20th-21st. 

The cost is $60.00 and you can reserve your 

spot beginning March 1st in the front      

office. 

SR Photos 

If you would like a SR 
portrait in the year-
book, please submit it, 
or email it, to Mrs. 
Smith at 
shsmith@njes.org  by 
Friday February 26th 

Caps & Gowns 

Josten‟s will be in Building E Thursday 
February 4th at 12:15 to address all ques-
tions regarding caps and gowns as well as 
graduation announcements. Packets will 
be handed out. If you are unable to at-
tend packets will be available in the front 
office or Building B.  

http://www.grad-nights.com/images/disneyland-gradnite.jpg


 

 

Gain College credit while in High School at one of 6  approved  

Community Colleges! 

DCHS will reimburse tuition fees upon course completion for current DCHS stu-

dents. For more details, contact Mrs. Smith at shsmith@njes.org 

 

Take Classes at any of the following Community Colleges 

    Delta Jr. College                   American River College 

Modesto Jr. College   Los Medanos College 

Las Postitas Community College  Diablo Valley College 

 

Registration Guides for local Community Colleges   

Delta Community College   http://www.deltacollege.edu/dept/ar/admissions/documents/

StudentSuccessChecklistFinal.pdf 

Modesto Jr. College   http://www.mjc.edu/highschool/getstarted/admissions/index.html 

Los Positas Jr. College   http://www.laspositascollege.edu/admissions/high_school.php 

College Corner 

Cal Grants 
Cal grants must be mailed in by March 2nd. Turn your GPA verification into Mrs. Clark in Building K by 
February 19th. You will be notified when you form is ready to be picked up and mailed. Remember, you 
must complete the online FAFSA application to be eligible for a Cal Grant. Cal Grant verification forms 

are available in Building B.  

  
See Mrs. Smith in Building B or email her at shsmith@njes.org if you need assistance or have any  

questions.  
*Forms due to Mrs. Clark by Friday February 19th.  
*Forms must be mailed in by March 2nd.  
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Juniors 

SAT/ACT  
Testing  

Start thinking about SAT and 

ACT testing. If you are plan-

ning to apply to a four year 

university next year, you need 

to sign up for the ACT in 

June and SAT in May. This 

will allow you to get your 

scores back and take it one 

more time before applications 

are due. If you have any ques-

tions, contact Mrs. Smith in 

Building B or at 

shsmith@njes.org.  

http://www.deltacollege.edu/dept/ar/admissions/documents/StudentSuccessChecklistFinal.pdf
http://www.deltacollege.edu/dept/ar/admissions/documents/StudentSuccessChecklistFinal.pdf
http://www.mjc.edu/highschool/getstarted/admissions/index.html
http://www.laspositascollege.edu/admissions/high_school.php


Calling All Artists! 

 The Dragon‟s Breath is looking for artists and creative writers to contribute to our school paper. Contri-

butions can be on a regular-basis, a one-time thing, or however you see fit. We pander to our artists! 

 All contributions must be school-appropriate.  Submit your work by February 26th to Mrs. Smith in 

Building B. Submissions will be featured in our upcoming “Art Section”. All students are encouraged to submit. 

Show Some School Spirit: Order 

Your DCHS T-Shirt  

Today! 

School t-shirts and sweatshirts are on 

sale all year round. To order talk to 

Ms. Williams or visit our website. 

Prices range from $8.95—$36.90 

Yearbooks on Sale Now 
 

 

 

$45 

Pick up your yearbook at the end-of-the-year 

picnic, the last week of school. 

See Cyndi Cardoza in the main office to order 

your yearbook today! 

                  Classifieds 
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Teen Truth Groups 

Something on your mindé.stressed outé.angryé.struggling with 

school, sad or depressedé..Think TEEN TRUTH GROUP.  This 

group is specifically designed for teens in mind. It is a group for you 

to talk about whatôs on your mind without judgment. Groups meet 

weekly for 6-8 weeks. Come and share whatôs on your mind. Ad-

vanced Parent/Guardian Consent is Required. To learn more about 

Teen Truth Groups please stop by Bld. A; last office to your right. 

TEEN TRUTH GROUPSé..Itôs hereé.for youé..so what are you 

waiting for?é..Weôd love to have you. 

If you are interested contact Martha in Building A.  

Parents of Graduates 
Would you like to send your student a dedi-

cation in the yearbook? Half page for $25. 

Email Mrs. Smith at shsmith@njes.org for 

additional information.  

Baby Pictures 

Any student who wants their baby pictures in 

the 200-2010 DCHS yearbook should submit 

their pictures to Mrs. Smith in Building B no 

later than Friday February 26th.  

Pictures will be returned to you. 


